                                                             AT THE PUBLIC MEETING
of the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh held
at 1496 Route 300 in said township at 7:00 p.m.
                                                 on Monday the 8th of December, 2025

Present                                  Gil Piaquadio, Town Supervisor                                                                                               
                                                   Paul Ruggiero, Councilman
                                                   Scott Manley, Councilman
[bookmark: _Hlk188626400]                                                   Anthony R. LoBiondo, Councilman   
                                            James Politi, Councilman
                                                    
                                            
Also Present 	                        Mark C. Taylor, Attorney for the Town 
			           DawnMarie Busweiler, Deputy Town Clerk
			           Dominique Rivera, Deputy Town Clerk 

Absent                                      Lisa M. Vance Ayers, Town Clerk


Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m.


1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE
     
4. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA- Remove #10, Add-On #7E

5. POLICE: 
    A. Swearing in of Two Part-Time Officers
· Town Justice Jude Martini administered the Oath of Office to Officer Kyle Piaquadio.
· Town Justice Jude Martini administered the Oath of Office to Officer Ryan Wooden.

    B. Recognition Award William Murphy
        Supervisor Piaquadio presented a Certificate of Appreciation to William 
        Murphy for his service on the Ethics Board for 35 plus years.

6.  PUBLIC HEARING: 
    A. “A Local Law Amending Chapter 104 Entitled ‘Schedule of Fees’ of the Code of the Town
         of Newburgh: Water and Sewer Rates Effective January 1, 2026”
         Supervisor Piaquadio asked if Deputy Dawnmarie Busweiler if all postings and publication 
         have been completed.

    Deputy Town Clerk Busweiler said the notice of this meeting was posted on the Town 
    Website and in Town Hall on November 26, 2025 and it was advertised in the Mid-Hudson
    Times on December 4, 2025 Newspaper. This complies with all the requirements for a Public 
    Hearing under New York State Law.

    Open Meeting:

    MOTION made by Councilman Manley to open the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m. Motion
    seconded by Councilman LoBiondo. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Manley – 
    yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. Motion
    passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.
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    Town Attorney, Mark Taylor presented a Proposed Local Law amending Chapter 104 Entitled
    Schedule of Fees of the Code of the Town of Newburgh: Water and Sewer Rates Effective 
    January 1, 2026. Meter rates for the sale of water to all consumers withing the Consolidated
    Water District and Colden Park Water District of the Town of Newburgh and the duly 
    constituted extensions thereto, excluding water to be sold to the Town of New Windsor, the 
    New York State Thruway Authority or outside-the-district users, shall be as follows:

     Public Comments: No Public Comments

     Close Meeting:
     
     MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to close the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m. Motion 
     seconded by Councilman Politi. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; 
     Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. Motion 
     passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

     B. Vote on Local Law:
         MOTION made by Councilman Manley to approve the Local Law No. 6 of the year 2025 
         Amending Chapter 104 Entitled “Schedule of Fees” of the Code of the Town of Newburgh: 
         Water and Sewer Rates Effective January 1, 2026. Motion made by Councilman Ruggiero. 
         VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; 
         Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.
      

7. ACCOUNTING:
    A. Approval of Audit
         MOTION made by Councilman Politi to approve the audit in the amount of  
[bookmark: _Hlk188882931]         $1,181,967.61. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – 
         yes; Councilman Manley - yes; Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; 
         Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. Motion Passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

    B. Review Status Report and Budget Status Report for November 2025
         MOTION made by Manley to approve the Status Report and Budget Status Report for 
[bookmark: _Hlk215757029]         November 2025. Motion seconded by Councilwoman LoBiondo. VOTE: Councilman 
         Ruggiero - yes; Councilman Manley - yes; Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; 
         Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. Motion Passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

    C. Year-End Budget Transfer
         Ronald E. Clum, Town Accountant is requesting approval for the Year- End budget 
         Transfer.
	From
	To

	
	Account #
	Account Description
	Amount(s)
	Account #
	Account Description
	Amount(s)

	1.
	A.1910.5499
	Unallocated Insurance
	$13,000.00
	A.1625.5474
	B&G- Police Headquarters
	$13,000.00

	2. 
	A.1910.5499
	Unallocated Insurance
	$17,000.00
	A.1650.5499
	Central Communications
	$17,000.00

	3.
	G5010.9902.5900
G5010.8130.5497
G50108110.5490
G5010.1964.5499
G5010.9040.5800 
G5010.8130.5499
	Transfer
Maint/Contracts
Inter Gove’t Services
Refund of R/E Taxes
Workers Comp
Other Expenses
	$42,000.00
$8,000.00
$50,000.00
$4,000.00
$8,000.00
$25,000.00
$137,000.00
	





G5010.8130.5456
	




Contracted Treatment
	




$137,000.00

	4.
	G5010.8130.5200
	Equipment
	$24,000.00
	G5010.9010.5800
	NYS ERS Expense
	$24,000.00

	
	
	
	$191,000.00
	
	
	$191,000.00
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       MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the Year- End Budget Transfer. Motion 
        seconded by Councilman Politi. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero - yes; Councilman Manley – 
        yes; Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. Motion 
        Passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

    D. Cash Transfer – Due to / Due from
         Ronald E. Clum, Town Accountant is requesting approval for a Cash Transfer- Due to/ 
         Due from. In reviewing the cash positions of certain small drainage funds and projecting 
         the respective cash positions to December 31, 2025 I became aware that there needs to 
         be cash transfer to correct these negative cash position at the end of the 
         year.
         Chester Court Drainage District will need $3,000 from Amberfields Drainage District and 
         Blue Sky Drainage District will need $6,500 form Mountain Lakes Drainage Districts. 
         These will be paid back to the funding funds as soon as possible.

         MOTION made by Councilman Manley to approve the Cash Transfer – Due to/Due from. 
         Motion seconded by Councilman LoBiondo. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero - yes; Councilman 
         Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. 
         Motion Passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

    E. Recreation Department Budget Transfer
        Jim Pressuti, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Conservation is requesting 
        approval for a budget transfer of $20,000 from 7310-5190 Youth/Adult – Other Personal    
        services to 7110-5481 Facility – Utilities. This transfer will cover utilities cost to the year 
        end.

        MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the Recreation Dept. budget transfer in 
        the amount of $20,000. Motion seconded by Councilman Politi. VOTE: Councilman 
        Ruggiero - yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; 
        Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. Motion Passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.


[bookmark: _Hlk89872537]8. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
     A. Police Department
          Lt. Adam Zellberger reported the following:
· Year to date the Police Dept. has handled just under 25,000 calls for service
· 1,590 arrests have been made, an increase of over 1,000 since this time last year.
· 2,564 traffic tickets issued
· 812 Parking tickets issued 

   We conducted interviews earlier today for 3 Full-time Police Officer openings and 3 Full-   
   time Dispatcher openings. Background investigations were started on a few of the  
   candidates interviewed.

  B. Highway
       Mark Hall, Highway Superintendent reported:
· Finished up patching, as the blacktop plants have closed.
· Also finishing up the last drainage job.
· Our first weather event went well. No major issues.
· I will present a preliminary road list for 2026 within the next month.
· I am coordinating with Commissioner Presutti on maintenance work on the walking trail
· We will spend time between weather events handling complaints, Road trimming, garbage pickup, road sign maintenance. 
· There is 102 days till spring and 107 days till opening night March 24th 
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· Thanks to the Police Department for assistance in the snow storm.
· Merry Christmas/ Happy Holidays

    
 C. Recreation
     Jim Pressuti, Commissioner Parks & Recreation reported:
· Chadwick Lakes annual tree lighting with Santa was this past Friday and was a success. Thanks to Highway Department, Police Department and Water Department for all of their help. Staff did a great job as usual!
· Ribbon cutting for the new Rec, Center is this Friday 12/12/2025 at 11:00 am
· Youth Basketball starts in January and signups are underway.
· Stories with Santa is on 12/10/2025. Only two spots remaining.
· Winter Holiday Concert at Alice Desmond Center is on 12/15/2025 with only a couple spots left.
· Little Holiday Picasso’s is on 12/17/2025. Pre- Registration is underway.
· Itsy bitsy, Little Sprouts and Twosies programs are starting in January. Registration is open.
          
 9. JUSTICE COURT: Hiring of Court Clerk
     Town Justice Jude martini Is requesting approval to start the process to hire for a Court Clerk 
     position. As you know, Town Justice Jude Martin has a vacant position with the resignation 
     of Jack R. Baroch. We canvased the Court Clerk list with four (4) applicants being  
     interviewed. The decision to hire Daniel C. Byam was made by the Judge. Mr. Byam’s  
     employment is pending the Town Boards approval, paperwork to be completed, physical, 
     Drug/alcohol testing and finger printing. The rate of pay $25.5095 per hour and with 
     favorable results, start on or after December 22, 2025.

     MOTION made by Councilman LoBiondo to approve the hiring of Daniel C. Byam for the 
     Court Clerk position. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero - yes; Councilman Manley – yes; 
     Councilman LoBiondo-yes; Councilman Politi-yes; Supervisor Piaquadio - yes. Motion Passed: 
     5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent.

10. TRAFFIC SAFETY: Four Way Stop Taft and Woodlawn    
      
[bookmark: _Hlk215652070]11. ANIMAL CONTROL: 5144 Withdrawal Newburgh Veterinary Hospital
       Tracey Carvell of Animal Control is requesting approval to use account 5144 to pay for 
       veterinarian services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital in the amount of 1,251.00 of 
       which $696.25 were for canine services, 1,251.00 were for feline services.
       
       MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to approve the use of account 5144 to pay for
       veterinarian services from Newburgh Veterinary Hospital in the total amount of $1,947.25. 
       Motion seconded by Councilman Politi. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman 
       Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – 
       yes. Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 

12. ENGINEERING: 
      A. Newburgh Recreation Center Change Order 28 – Additional Curtain Motors
           Patrick J. Hines is requesting approval for the Newburgh Recreation Center Change 
           order #28- Additional Curtain Motors. 

           Summary: Furnish and install power and wiring for (4) additional gymnasium curtain 
           motors which allow doe full isolation of each basketball court and soccer field. 
    
           Change Order Amount: $40,527.00
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           MOTION made by Councilman LoBiondo to approve Change Order #28 – Additional 
           Curtain Motors in the amount of $40,527.00. Motion seconded by Councilman Manley. 
           VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; 
           Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 
           abstain; 0 absent. 


      B. Filter Plant End of Year Balance of Accounts
          Patrick J. Hine is requesting approval for Filter Plant End of year balance of 
          accounts. 
        
          Filter Plant F8330.4001 CL/F8330.4002 DAT   

         From:    Account Number:      CL        4001.5457                    Amount: $(20,000.00)         
                        Account Description:            Sludge Hauling
       
         From:    Account Number:      CL         4001.5466                   Amount: $(7,000.00)
                        Account Number:                   Operating Supplies

         From:    Account Number:      CL        4001.5472                    Amount: $(20,000.00)
                        Account Description:            Consultants
         
         From:    Account Number:    DAT        4002.5466                   Amount: $(20,000.00)
                       Account Description:             Operating Supplies

         From:    Account Number:      CL        4001.5481                    Amount: $(20,000.00)
                        Account Description:            Utilities
        
                                                                          FROM Sub Total                           $(87,000.00)
                                                                        

        To:          Account Number:      CL        4001.5459                    Amount: $ 20,000.00
                        Account Description:            Chemicals      

        To:          Account Number:      CL        4001.5474                    Amount: $10,000.00        
                        Account Description:            Repairs to non-vehicles

         To:         Account Number:      CL        4001.5480                    Amount: $10,000.00   
                        Account Description             telephone   
         
         To:         Account Number:     DAT      4002.5457                    Amount: $10,000.00        
                       Account Description:             sludge hauling

         To:         Account Number:    DAT       4002.5459                    Amount: $7,000.00         
                        Account Description:            Chemicals

         To:         Account Number:    DAT       4002.5472                   Amount: $7,000.00         
                        Account Description:            Consultants
                                                                          TO Sub Total                                $87,000.00                            

        MOTION made to Councilman Manley to approve Filter Plant end of year balance of 
        Accounts. Motion seconded by Councilman Ruggiero.	VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; 
        Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman LoBiondo – yes; Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor 
        Piaquadio – yes. Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain; 0 absent. 
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13. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
      Councilman Ruggiero- Mark thank you for doing a great job & Merry Christmas.

      Councilman Manley- Thank you for everything to Police, Highway, Recreation, to 
      everybody, everybody works together, it’s a great team, a great family here. 

      Councilman LoBiondo – Same thing Scott has said, thank you especially the Highway Dep., it 
could be a snowy year. Looking forward to continued successes, same to the Police Dept. Happy Holidays!

Councilman Politi- Ditto! & Merry Christmas!

Supervisor Piaquadio- Have a wonderful holiday season everyone. So, what I do want to say is, the ribbon cutting is the Friday at 11 o’clock. Its not going to be long, but it’s going to be cold outside. I’m going to read a little thing off, the two hours later I’ll be done. I’m going to cut the ribbon and go into the building. The programs aren’t really going to start yet, that’s up to recreation. I want to thank Pat & MHE & your effort for getting us up there.

Councilman Manley- Monday the 25th at Chadwick Lake Park at 6:00PM is our Menorah lightning, Happy Holidays!

14. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
       Janet Rosbeck from 28 Dogwood Hills Road- on page nine of the. Supplemental 
       information where it talks about the transfer of funds. There’s, $191,000 that is not 
       coded or commented on. I can show you on my phone. If it would be useful to see, but 
       there is no information of where the money’s coming from or going to. Page 9. I know it’s 
       been voted upon, but it’s unnoted, and it’s more or less doubled what the transfer is. I’m  
       just curious where its coming from and where it’s going to. So, if you add it up 137 plus 30 is  
       167 plus 24 is 191, and then I think its duplicated. 

       Supervisor Piaquadio- I think it’s coming from the Equipment Line. The 191. That’s a 
       question for our accountant

       Councilman Manley- It looks like it’s just doubled that, we have to check  
       with our accountant 

.      Janet Rosbeck- Ok! Thank you. That’s a lot of Money!

       Bill Fedder Rockwood Dr.- At the risk of sounding like I missed something, what is the 
       status of the Comprehensive Plan. Where does it stand? 

       Mark Taylor- The Consultants have completed a draft of an Environmental Impact
       Statement and we are reviewing it. Next step is to except it and set a public hearing and   
       proceed with a SEQR.

      Bill Fedder- Can they recall when they started? It’s been at least 2 years, No?

      Supervisor Piaquadio- I think it’s been a year, usually 18 months for the past plan. I think 
      that 18 months for a master plan is doing good if you could do it within 18 months. I think
      we’re at a year right now so it’s still 6 months to go to even meet that goal. 

      Bill Fedder- It’s been a Year

      Mark Taylor – It’s been longer, since the board appointed itself, the planning and zoning  
      board and member of the committee solicited public comments. It’s been a long process.
      Longer than expected.
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      Bill Fedder- Remember were in the middle of last winter it was a public hearing 

      Supervisor Piaquadio- we had three I think? different locations through the town 

      Bill Fedder – One at Orange Lake. Speaking of Orange Lake, the Westshore grant , where 
      does it stand?
Patrick Hines- There were studies done both for water and sewer. Those engineering reports were prepared by an engineering consultant. They were submitted last year for the grant rounds and were not accepted and because those reports are sitting on the shelf, they’re available to reapply, and as those grants come up to for application, those documents will be used to reapply for the grants. So, the report is available
. 
Bill Fedder- It’s in the public domain to read it?

Patrick Hines- Both water and sewer!  The costs are very high, so it’ll take a significant grant to do anything there. The nearest sewer to theirs is in front of the Orange Lake Fire house, and similarly to the water, it’s in the vicinity as well, so it’s quite expensive in times.

Bill Fedder- Can I get I get a copy at the Town Clerks Office 

Patrick Hines- I believe so, if not I can get you a copy

Bill Fedder-If I can I certainly will, that would be great.

Patrick Hines- they were done by the Homeowner association which paid for half of those and the Town paid for half of them
 
Bill Feder- I remember them being denied, but the appropriateness or they didn’t meet certain and they have to be. 

Patrick Hines- When they were redone it’s a standard, actually, we can get into that, but the standards changed while the DEC was reviewing the report. It wasn’t the consultants’ fault, it was timeline of DECs timeframe to review it, and when they finally reviewed, they said we’ve changed the standards. So, they were updated and are available to reapply as grants become available

Bill Fedder- I would look at those. Where is Nob Hill Sewer District

Patrick Hines-It’s off of Booker Drive

Councilman Manley- If you go Booker Drive, it’s like an L shaped road and in the middle it’s Peach Terrace. Peach Terrace is at the end; it’s a dry sewer. 

Patrick Hines- It has a sand filter small sewer, there’s 53 residents that are served by a small septic treatment, sand filter plant.

Bill Fedder- Ok, what is the benefit of balancing funds at the end of the year and not using that data? I’m sure do anyway, in next years budget, seeing where there was a surplus and where there were a short fall and account for that, and next year, rather than evening everything at the end of the year

Supervisor Piaqaudio- So Bill, we might say have a Sixty-nine-million-dollar budget, right, and everything has a category, so if especially like within your department let’s say, if you’re a Department Head and your department you’ve used more on one line that another…. your going to transfer it rather than bringing new money in to pay for it. So, that happens to the money that we don’t spend? That helps funds next years budget as fund balance.
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Bill Fedder- So are we moving money into a segment that are in arrears?

Supervisor Piaquadio- I understand that’s it’s just balancing within, but changing red to black

Patrick Hines- But that budget year to date is utilized by many of the dept heads that I work with. We have thatSepember cost, year to date cost, as we do next years budget. Deficiencies are identified, surpluses and there’s always an attempt to get them right there. Things happen within various departments, that change those numbers.

Councilman Ruggiero-A lot of times its energy cost, electric, heating and chemicals, water chemicals, you try to get a good guestimate of what it’s actually going to be, but a lot of times, it’s Central Hudson and rising rates that we have. 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT       
      MOTION made by Councilman Ruggiero to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. Motion seconded by 
       Councilman Manley. VOTE: Councilman Ruggiero – yes; Councilman Manley – yes; Councilman 
       LoBiondo – yes; Councilman Politi – yes; Supervisor Piaquadio – yes. Motion passed: 5 yes; 0 no; 0 
       abstain; 0 absent.


     Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.



                                                          Respectfully submitted,


             _________________________                     _______________________
              DawnMarie Busweiler                                       Dominique Rivera  
              Deputy Town Clerk                                            Deputy Town Clerk 


